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This figure seems to have been brought in by a labourious
attempt as it involves more superimpositions and comparisons.
But when the basic Upamdna (i.e.) Kaustubha is mentioned all
other ideas queue up as it is a famous one. Hence it illustrates a
good Simile and also the skill of Agastya in using Alankdras.
Here is another Simile from this Kdvya.
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Being objected to, by king 5antanu in her actions, Gangd takes
leave of him. In this connection Agastya introduces the above
beautiful Simile.

Gahgd tells 5antanu that the boy who is like the second
'Skanda' is being taken away by her and the boy will return to
him (Santanu) after completing childhood. Telling like that, she
disappeared along with the boy. Here the Simile is mainly between
the young Bhisma and God Kdrtikeya the son of 5'iva. But it
suggests the whole story of the birth and bringing up of Lord
Kdrtikeya. This reference enhances the greatness of the person of
the context Bhisma and also the fame of the poet Agastya.

According to Puranas, God Kdrtikeya is first entrusted to river
Gangd, whom she brought up for sometime and handed him over
to others. In the same way, Gangd says that she is going to bring
up Bh?sma as second *Skanda\ Skanda is the leader of the divine
armies and king among the warriors. Thus by comparing Bhisma
with Skanda, Agastya suggests the valour and the ability of Bhisma
in leading the armies.

It is quite natural, and it may be a common practice to compare
a hero with Kdrtikeya in order to highten the former's valour and
greatness. But the speciality of this verse is that this comparison is
drawn here neither by the poet nor by any other ordinary character
of the Kdvya. The very mother of Kdrtikeya (i.e.) Gangd, is made
to suggest this similarity between Bhisma and Kdrtikeya. Thus the
selection of the situation and the aptness of the simile are quite
examplary and this illustrates also the skill of the poet Agastya.